UW manager wanis
to play for Huskies
and someday coach
Division basketball

EATTLE— You don't give up
a job that pays for e that
doesn't. But that :h what
L wanfs 1o v
M}T;s!fuﬂlln i sacrifice hr!idroh
as manager of the Umersﬂyb "
Washinglon men's basketba
team, for which he got his salary
douhled this yearn 59 that he can
weir a varsity uniform asa nwg
Ihol’““ipr‘m have a e

2 end 0 o
Htﬂu is {0 become a Divi-

;o | basketall coach and he
::Iieus thal playing the game, or
af least being on the team, will
g’rvzhlmle\reragewhenlwgmlo

It & job.
;“ﬁaﬁhwh Ialam was hack in
Edrmundson Pavilion one
night this weelk, less than two
‘Tasers after he completed his

duties 35 MANZEET
He mnd 14 other students — plus

arenual walk-0n T, open [0 any
student carryiig at lonst BETOLE

Islam, part Bengali and part
Arahic, had come fo head coach
b Bender in August and told
him whad he wanted todo

“It says a lod about Falash's
character,” sujd assistant coach
Jasos Hamilion. “He told us he
dicln't want to be looked af as
Palash the manager, but just as
anather studartt frying to make
the team.”

Ptrhaﬁ it would also open the
eyes of the scholarship players (o
just how lucky they are and to
what extremes someone
fzst bo try to win a uniform and a

ew minutes of playing time while
putting in 2025 hours a week of
practics, weight lifting and film
watching.

Andrew Moritz had attained
what Islam was seekmg, Maritz. &
former Franklin High School
player, turned out for a walk-on
{rial in 1995 and made the team.
His playing time smaounted to 35
minttes the last two Years

“liwasa h way to make
it," the 6-foot-2 junior guard said.
"'l\mem*{-ﬁve guys and they usu-

pick ong and you have one
night to show what you can do.
What if vou have a bad night®

Ar least you tried.

Like Monitz, Palash wanted to
know if he had the skills to wear a
uniform of a Pac-10 team. “This is
one of my little goals* he said
“I'm always trying to challenge
myself”

e was like that in high school,
His junior year at Hanford, he
turned out for the soccer team
midway through the season. The
team was 1-5-2 when e joined it.

“1 said to e
to make tha pf.}-ml. b

recalled, “We won five of our last
F-i#h" games ard missed the play-
affs by a point.”

The next vear, he was captain,
made all-conference and led the
team {o the pliyolfs.

Challenge yourself. Think big, /

Two years ago, he decided o
become & coach. He was on the
bus caming hoeme from n bro-
kerage firm in downtown Seatils
whers e was serving an interm-
ship. He was resding a book b
[hick Vitale, the TV coflege basket-
ball eommentator, when this light
went on in his head. Perhape it
was the passion that Vitale
brought 1o his job that inspired
Islam to arrive at this momentous
decision, though there had been
signs earlier in his life that he had
one strange characteristic of
coaches: He liked to ook at game
film, Now just any game film.
Indiana Univ game film.
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milestone was more 1mporwant
than Vancouver’s 5-0 victory over
Florida on Friday night, the
Canucks’ captain never hesitated,

“Individual success comes from
winning as a team. That’s the bot-

CUILY LLIVAVAUMCL BUGID) Q0 ATAGOOIGE

a member of six Stanley Cup
champions. “I didn't want the guys
to think I was pressing for 600,
Our rallying cry this year is to play
a solid team game,”

Kurri retired atter last season V">
601, ninth on the all-time list.
“Only nine players that hﬂz‘f
ever played the game have scof®’
600 goals, so it's a huge mllee
stone,” Messier said. “I'm not 07

- ; The Canucks already had given tadiv isticss
tom line,” he said. : Y had g to dwell on individual statisti
bvre 3 Bartuzsi 1 two goals their best performance of the sea- but this is a pretty big one.”
suspended the workout, Bender can give three examples
H E N RY "I thought, “Wow! This is text- that fly in the face of that logic:
book Bobby Knight,’ "Islam said. three of his ex-managers are now
from Page 1D T'was thrilled.” college assistant coaches, two at

. After deciding he wanted to the Division I level.

! “In high school I would con- me a coach, [slam wrote a But for his own self-respect,
stantly tape and break down letter to Bender explaining whyhe  Islam felt that he had to attempt to
Indiana film,” he said. wanted to be a manager for the make the team. “I want to earn my

Why the Hoosiers? He wor- UW team. It was a well-thought- keep,” he said.
ships coach Bobby Knight. out letter. “I worked on it for a On the night of the tryout, he
e doesn't always condone couple of months,” he said, stood leaning against the stan-
Knight's behavior, but he likes the The essence of it: “ThisiswhoI  chion of a basket, arms folded,
discipline and the striving for per- am and this is what I want to'do.” eyes taking in the other candi-
fection Bad Bobby demands of his Islam formulated a plan. Last dates as they warmed up.
players. summer, he attended nine basket- The tryout — lasting only one
Islam has read all the books on all camps, making contacts with

Knight. He knows the Knight con-
nection to Bender — the Husky
coach played one year for Indiana
before transferring to Duke — and
feels somehow all of that knowl-
e is trickling down to him,

ﬁsh Islam.

When Bender got iﬁrltated with
a Husky practice one day last year,
he kicked everyone out of the
gym, including managers, and

coaches. He also sent letters to 40-
50 schools inquiring about grad-
uate assistantships. One such job
he is hell-bent on landing is af the
University of Oregon. “I really
want that position,” he said. “I
want to get rolling,”

He thought being a player for
the Huskies would give him a
better chance to get into coaching
than merely being a manager.
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hour — would consist of drills and
a scrimmage. The coaching staff
was looking for a big kid, someone
who could come in and put a body
on 7-foot Todd MacCulloch in prac-
tice, and another point guard.”
Bender arrived about 15 min-
utes into the session and immedi-
ately asked one of his assistants
about a big body wearing a Wash.-
ington T-shirt. “He can catch and
he’s strong, but he can’t make a

T iE IRat) EEHW:F dana ravel nuoing

scored third-period goals as Tampa
Bay beat Los Angeles.

B Capitals 1, Sabres 0: At Buffalo,
N.Y., Olaf Kolzig made 30 saves for his
second shutout of the season and
Jaroslay Svejkovsky scored in the
third to lead Washington,

Point with a pencil,” said the aide.

Islam knew going in he probably
Wouldn't have the skills of most of
the players, but he felt his condi-
lmnmg would be superior to theirs
after a summer of hard workouts,
“Tll be disappointed (if 'm not
Picked),” he said. “But I'd be more
disappointed if I didn't at least try.”

. Heputs a lot of credence in a
Michael Jordan poster he has
abave his bed: “I've failed over
and mrgr again, but that is why I
succeed.”

Palash Islam will have to wait a
few days to see whether he suc-
ceeded or failed the tryout.
Bender said he might take one
player, he might take two, then
again he might not take any.

Whatever the outcome, Islam
can't lose. “I told coach Bender I'll
come back in either a tank top or
a T-ghirt,” he said.

n he did what he gets paid
to do: He wheeled a load of bas-
ket off the court.
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